FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Alper JCC InitIates Preschool PROGRAM FOR HEARING IMPAIRED
It has been almost eight years since the Florida legislature mandated universal hearing screenings for newborns. With early identification of hearing impairment, parents are finally given the opportunity to provide their children with the optimal conditions for acquiring language skills and achieving success in learning.  Research shows that children with a hearing loss, who receive intervention in the critical time between birth and 3 years of age, have significantly better language, speech, and social-emotional proficiency. Yet in Miami-Dade County programs that provide these services for this early childhood population are limited to auditory/oral methods only - until now. 

The Dave and Mary Alper JCC on the Jay Morton-Levinthal Campus has been awarded a generous grant from United Way of Miami-Dade County to create a preschool inclusion program. The program is open to the community and targets children who are hearing and hearing impaired. The Hearing and Speech Center of Florida, Inc. (HSCF), a joint partner, is helping to ensure the success of the program.   Debra Knox, director of HSCF will be directly involved monitoring the development of the preschoolers’ speech and language through weekly therapy sessions within the classroom, providing education and resources for parents, and creating professional staff training and consultations. 

“We are really excited about the opportunity to offer a quality bi-lingual American Sign Language and English Hearing Impaired Inclusion program,” said Ms. Knox. “Children are identified earlier with most types of disabilities so we need to meet their needs by providing earlier intervention to yield better results in the end. What makes this program so important is our ability to offer an early signing option to this group of children and their families.”

The classroom will have twelve children 24-36 months of age, approximately half of whom are typically developing and half with hearing impairment. For five full days per week these boys and girls will participate in daily activities, including enrichment and literacy readiness, and bilingual services in American Sign Language (ASL) and spoken English. The program also includes literacy activities, advocacy, networking and resource and referral services. With their newly acquired skills, parents who in the past could not communicate with or help their deaf children will now be able to affect his or her educational, behavioral, and social growth. 

School begins Monday, August 18, 2008. For information or to enroll your child contact Dr. Janet Stone, Director of the JCC’s Glen Greenstein Early Childhood Development Center at 305.271.9000 x 299.  The Alper JCC is located at 11155 SW 112th Avenue, Miami. For all other JCC preschool programs and activities log on to www.alperjcc.org 
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