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DR. JANET STONE NAMED AS EARLY CHILDHOOD 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR AT ALPER JCC
MIAMI – The Dave and Mary Alper Jewish Community Center on The Jay Morton-Levinthal Campus announced that Dr. Janet Stone has been named as the Early Childhood Development Director of its Glen Greenstein ECD Program. The award-winning, NAEYC-accredited program provides children from 6 weeks to 5 years old with quality early learning in a caring environment.  

Dr. Stone has an extensive background in early childhood education leadership. She directed the Temple Zion Early Childhood School for 13 years, establishing an educational center that was on the cutting edge of early childhood education. 

After earning her doctorate in Early Childhood Education from the University of Miami, Dr. Stone was a Professor of Education at Miami Dade College and Florida International University, and has been an active speaker throughout the community on a range of children and parent topics. She has presented for the Parent Academy of Dade County Public Schools and is on the Early Childhood Education Advisory Committee for Miami Dade College.
Most recently, Dr. Stone was the Work/Family Counselor at The Miami Herald Media Company, where she also was Training Manager and Human Resources Senior Consultant. In addition, she wrote a monthly parenting column for the newspaper and currently writes a blog called “Mom Magic” on MomsMiami.com. She is the author of Hands-On Math: Manipulative Math for Young Children – a resource book for teachers. Janet is married to Gary Stone, owner of Stone Age Antiques on South River Drive. They have two children and three grandchildren. 
“Janet is a ‘teachers’ teacher and I cannot be more pleased about this wonderful addition to our JCC staff,” said Alper JCC Executive Director Ed Rosen. “We are delighted that she will not only bring her educational expertise but also her warm and caring personality to the Alper JCC. We will be setting up opportunities for ECD parents to meet with her during the month of July.” 

“One of the innovations I have planned for the coming school year is a series of free parenting workshops titled Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About Parenting Preschoolers,” said Dr. Stone. “With occasional guest speakers, I will lead one-hour sessions throughout the year on various parenting topics ranging from Answering Children’s Difficult Questions to Positive Discipline.”

-more-

The Glen Greenstein Early Childhood Development Center at the Alper JCC offers an age-specific curriculum that encourages growth, curiosity, confidence and a lifelong love of learning as well as an appreciation of Jewish heritage in a warm and caring atmosphere. The curriculum is based upon knowledge of child development, stages of socio-emotional growth, theories of how children learn, and principles of physical development. The program has received the Florida Department of Children and Families Gold Seal of Excellence and is accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children, an honor given to only seven percent of early childhood programs nationwide.   

Infants six weeks to 12 months are lovingly cared for in the state-of-the-art infant room weekdays from 7:35 a.m. to 6 p.m.  The experienced, nurturing staff offers the best quality care available outside your home. Because continuity of care is emphasized, the same person cares for your baby each day.  

The Glen Greenstein ECD participates in the State of Florida’s Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten program (for four-year-olds). There is no registration fee and JCC membership is not required for the Pre-Kindergarten program, which runs from 9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. daily. Reduced rate full-day care (7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.) and extended-day care (9 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.) also are available.  

Toddler and preschool programs are offered half-day (9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.), extended-day (9 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.) and full day (7:35 a.m. to 6 p.m.). The Toddlers' Playgroup encourages learning through inquisitiveness and independent activities. Socialization, language skills and creativity are stressed in the Two's Plus Program. The Preschool Program prepares children for the next stage in their learning career while developing language arts, math, science, and reading skills, which provide four-year-olds with a strong foundation and kindergarten readiness. Parents can accommodate their own timing needs with ECD Flex Scheduling, which includes early drop-off, late pick-up and additional childcare from 7:35 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

The Alper JCC has expanded its commitment to continue developing a premier ECD Center with several exciting new programs. This fall the JCC will be the first early childhood school to offer a program for hearing-impaired preschoolers, made possible by a grant from the United Way. The Greater Miami Jewish Federation also provides continuing support for the JCC preschool program.

Water safety swimming classes taught by certified instructors are offered in the fall and spring for three- and four-year-olds enrolled in the extended and full day programs. These classes also have academic benefits; research has shown a relationship between physical activities such as swimming and improved academic performance. There are also excellent physical education activities, which include body movement for gross motor development

-more-

The Glen Greenstein ECD along with other Alper JCC departments offers a wide variety of After School Enrichment Classes for preschoolers such as cultural arts and athletics. Additionally, when school is not in session for vacation time, ECD provides fun-filled Mini-Camps for preschool students.
Mommy and Me classes, led by Frankie Steig, include Tiny Tots for toddlers 18 months to two years, Tot Time for the two to three-year-old set and Alphabet Soup, a more advanced program for three- to four-year-olds. Each session is one hour long with activities changing every 15 minutes. 
Registration is now open for the 2008-2009 school year. Enrollment is on a first-come first-served basis, so lock in your child’s spot and register early. JCC Family or Single Parent Family membership is required to enroll. Confidential financial assistance is available. Non-Members can participate in the State of Florida’s VPK free morning program, Parent/Child programs and After School Enrichment classes. 
To register your child or to learn more about the Glen Greenstein Early Childhood Development program at the Alper JCC, call 305.271.9000 ext. 301 for information and to arrange a tour of the school.
The Dave and Mary Alper Jewish Community Center on The Jay Morton-Levinthal Campus, located at 11155 SW 112th Avenue in Kendall, provides recreational, educational, cultural and social programs for the entire community. The JCC’s extensive facilities include a complete fitness center, a preschool and after school programs, summer and specialty camps, sports leagues and classes, a cultural arts center and programmed activities for all ages. For complete information, log on to www.alperjcc.org or call 305.271.9000.
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